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This submittal creates an “omnibus” motion combining Staff’s proposal, Councilmember
Kesarwani’s Supplemental 1 proposal, and additional changes reflective of community
input to:

e Adopt the Staff Recommendation with amendments to the conceptual design

e Adopt CM Kesarwani’s Supplemental 1 proposal as a referral

e Ensure Community Building/Placemaking elements are developed and
implemented simultaneous with Complete Streets/Traffic elements’

e Restate elements already under consideration and refer additional community
suggestions for the Engineering Phase

e Consider funding sources

The Resolution shall be amended to reflect adopted recommendations.

* “TC” indicates suggestions from the Transportation Commission

' Community Building/Placemaking and Complete Streets/Traffic elements are listed in the Hopkins
Corridor Traffic and Placemaking Study
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This is a two-way bike path/cycletrack along one side of a street with planted strips on either
side. This image lacks parking and driveways but provides a sense of how the two-way
cycletrack can look/feel on the Sutter to Alameda segment.

This is an example of a landscaped strip with a loading sidewalk for parked vehicles, punctuated
by walkways, and is evocative of how the landscaping and parking sidewalk beyond the two-
way bike path/cycletrack can look/feel on the Sutter-to-Alameda segment.
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Image of an intersection where a two-way bike path/cycletrack crosses a street with bike lanes
on either side of the street, like the Alameda Intersection. The “box” where the bike is waiting in
the intersection to make a turn would be much deeper; protected by a 70 foot wide buffer zone:
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WILLIAM STREET
BIKEWAY T

ABOUT THE PROJECT

® The William Street Bikeway
provides a separated and
protected space for people on
bikas to fravel.

= Stoet improvements moke it
safer for all usors - whether
driving, bike riding, walking,
or laking the bus.

u Other improvaments include
watermain repair and road
resurfacing.

Image demonstrating the significant pedestrian (and aesthetic) benefits of a wide landscaped
island/buffer between a bike lane and parked vehicles. In the case of Hopkins from Alameda to
Sutter, the safe area for the pedestrian would be a full ten feet wide with the crossing shortened
from 60 feet to 48 feet or less, depending on bulbouts on the opposite side of the street.
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Office of the City Manager
ACTION CALENDAR

May 10, 2022
(Continued from April 26, 2022)

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council
From: Dee Williams-Ridley, City Manager
Submitted by: Liam Garland, Director, Department of Public Works

Subject: Hopkins Corridor Project Conceptual Design

RECOMMENDATION

Adopt a Resolution approving the conceptual design for the Hopkins Corridor Project on
Hopkins Street between Sutter Street and Gilman Street, and directing the City
Manager to proceed with the detailed engineering design of the project.

SUMMARY

The Hopkins Corridor design concept addresses pedestrian and bicyclist safety on
Hopkins Street between Sutter and Gilman Streets. Features include a physically
protected bikeway, a segment of Class |l bicycle lane, bus boarding islands, and
intersection safety treatments such as corner sidewalk extensions, a raised crosswalk,
and high-visibility pavement markings. Another key design feature is increased public
space through the provision of sidewalk bulbouts at the Hopkins/ California Street/
Monterey Avenue intersection. The proposed design concept was developed through a
robust public and stakeholder engagement process that included four rounds of public
meetings over a period of one and a half years.

FISCAL IMPACTS OF RECOMMENDATION
The recommendation has no fiscal impacts.

CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS

The proposed design concept was developed through the Hopkins Corridor Traffic and
Placemaking Study which was initiated as the result of a budget referral by
Councilmember Sophie Hahn, dated January 23, 2018. The budget referral allocated
funding for a traffic and placemaking study including Hopkins Street from Sutter Street
to Gilman Street. It called for the study to use “a 'complete streets’ approach to identify
improvements to be integrated into the paving and bicycle infrastructure work already
scheduled for this area...with an emphasis on pedestrian safety, bike and vehicle safety
and flow.” Complete Streets are streets that are designed and operated to
accommodate the needs of all road users. Preceding this referral, the Berkeley Bicycle
Plan, adopted by City Council in 2017, calls for evaluation of two-way cycle tracks
(protected bike lanes) on Hopkins Street as low-stress biking facilities. More recently,
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Hopkins Street was identified as a high-injury street for severe and fatal traffic crashes
in the Berkeley Vision Zero Action Plan adopted by City Council in 2020.

Project Goals
The goals developed through and for the Hopkins Corridor Traffic and Placemaking
Study are as follows:

e Improving the safety of walking along and crossing Hopkins Street,

e Improving bicycle and vehicular transportation safety and flow along and crossing
Hopkins Street,

e Transforming Hopkins Street between Sacramento Street and McGee Avenue
into a community gathering place,

e Managing parking to meet the needs of residents and local businesses,
e Supporting local businesses by creating a streetscape that attracts customers,

e Installing green infrastructure to protect the Bay while also providing visual
enjoyment, and

e Improving aesthetics all along Hopkins Street, employing a design palette
consistent with its historic character.

Recommended Design Concept

An iterative design process was implemented due to extensive input from community
members and institutions along the corridor. The resulting near-term design
recommendations are compromises intended to meet the project’s goals while also
minimizing trade-offs and accommodating needs such as on-street parking, curbside
access, and bicycle and pedestrian safety.

Broadly, the project would allow for the implementation of the following features.

e Dedicated bicycle facilities along the corridor, ranging from a two-way protected
bikeway to Class Il bicycle lanes

e Bus boarding islands to facilitate public transportation along the corridor
e Intersection treatments to improve pedestrian safety and comfort, such as
sidewalk extensions (bulbouts), center median islands, pavement markings, and

a raised crosswalk. Sidewalk extensions provide additional public space and
opportunities for landscaping.
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Sutter Street to The Alameda

The south side of the street would feature a parking-protected bicycle lane with a striped
buffer zone between the bicycle lane and parked vehicles. On the north side, a Class |l
bicycle lane (between on-street parking and the traffic lane) would be installed with a
striped buffer on each side — one next to parked vehicles and the other separating
cyclists from moving vehicles. On-street parking would be retained on both sides of the
street.

Modifications at the intersection with The Alameda would be made to address
community input, including adjustments to north- and southbound vehicle alignment and
the provision of more clearly defined aprons around the existing raised islands in the
intersection, which would have beveled curbs in order to be more forgiving of driver
error. Proposed modifications would be designed to aesthetically complement the
surrounding area. The intersection islands would have rose coloring and landscaping
that harmonize with the existing rose colored sidewalk and vegetation in front of the
North Branch Library.

The Alameda to McGee Avenue

A two-way protected bikeway would be constructed on the south side of the street. A
buffer zone would provide separation from parked vehicles as well as loading space.
Most on-street parking would be retained on both sides of the street.

At the Hopkins Street intersection with Josephine Street, two sidewalk corner bulbouts
are proposed for the southern leg of the intersection to shorten the crossing distance for
pedestrians. The bulbouts would realign Josephine to intersect with Hopkins at an angle
closer to 90 degrees, reducing vehicle turning speeds. A new raised crosswalk would be
placed across Hopkins Street, perpendicular to the roadway, to meet the new bulbout
on the southwest corner of the intersection, increasing the visibility of pedestrians while
shortening the crossing distance and reducing vehicular speeds.

McGee Avenue to Gilman Street

The bi-directional protected bikeway would continue from McGee Avenue to Gilman
Street. From McGee to Monterey Avenue, the bikeway would be protected by parked
vehicles separating it from the vehicle travel lanes. All on-street parking with the
exception of one stall would be retained along the south side of the street in this
commercial block. Between Monterey Avenue and Gilman Street, the bi-directional
bikeway along the south side of the street would be protected from the travel lanes with
a raised concrete median. All parking would be removed on both sides of the street on
these blocks in order to provide enough space for the protected bike lanes.

The project would result in safety improvements at the Hopkins Street / Monterey
Avenue / California Street Intersection. A bulbout into California Street on the southwest
corner would shorten the pedestrian crossing distance while expanding the sidewalk
space at this currently very constrained corner. The crosswalk on the north side of the
intersection across Monterey Avenue, which was the location of a pedestrian fatality,
will be raised to slow vehicle speeds to and from this street onto Hopkins. Further, a
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